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By Matt Walco�

WATERLOO REGION
e live in a small town; it’s unlikely
we’ll ever have our own Canadian
Football League team, Armani

outlet or be a tour stop for The Police or
Genesis. 

In the �eld of intellectual property law,
however, Waterloo Region ranks as one of
Canada’s major centres.

Bereskin & Parr, a boutique law �rm
specializing in intellectual pr operty, or IP,
has of�ces in T oronto, Mississauga,
Montreal — and Kitchener. Borden Ladner
Ger vais has IP attorneys in T oronto,
Ottawa, Montreal, Vancouver, Calgary —
and Kitchener. Neither Gowling La�eur
Henderson nor Miller Thomson has an
o�ce in Winnipeg or Quebec City, but the
�r ms have of�ces in Kitchener and
Waterloo, respectively.

Kitchener? Waterloo?
“It’ s a hotbed of technology, and tech-

nology these days generates a lot of need
for IP services,” says Lloyd Sarginson,
managing partner at Ber eskin & Parr in
Toronto. “We decided if we really wanted
to be serious about ser vicing any par t of
the high-tech industry, and other compa-
nies in the area, then we should locate
ourselves ther e and become part of the
local service network.”

In the 1990s, only a few attor neys in the
area specialized in IP law, and among
national �rms doing IP work, only
Gowlings had an o�ce here. Today, more
than a dozen patent and trademark
lawyers work for four national �rms in
Kitchener and Waterloo, along with a
couple of independent patent agents.

Miller Thomson’ s o�ce in Guelph also is
home to a patent attorney, with a back -
ground in biotech, and a patent litigator.

This collection of intellectual property
lawyers may not seem massive, but IP law
is a unique, complex �eld requiring legal
knowledge and a background in science or
technology. There are about as many
patent and trademark attorneys in
Kitchener and Waterloo as there are in
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and the Atlantic
provinces combined, according to Patex
Research and Consulting Ltd. of Burnaby,
B.C . »
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F E A T U R E

PATENT 
TALENT

HIGH-TECH SUCCESS HAS SPARKED

BOOM IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

Photography | Peter Lee

John Doherty wrote the patent application for this
cross member, designed for a press transfer station.

Neil Henderson is a lawyer
with Bereskin & Parr,
a boutique law firm that
specializes in intellectual
property law.

Photography | Mathew McCarthy

Intellectual property attorneys and patent agents in Waterloo Region*

Firm Location First local Number of Total number of
presence IP professionals professionals

Gowling Lafleur Henderson Kitchener 1986 4 42

Borden Ladner Gervais Kitchener 2001 2 8

Miller Thomson Waterloo 2002 5 28

Bereskin & Parr Kitchener 2003 4 4

*Independent patent agents: Anthony Asquith, Waterloo; Mark Schisler, Waterloo



logodesignlogodesignlogodesignlo
B U S I N E S S
IN WATERLOO REGION & GUELPH

BY THE DOOR
MEDIA

INTEGRATIVE
M A N U A L
T H E R A P Y
C L I N I C
The spirit of wellbeingThe spirit of wellbeing

Valentina
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595 Hespeler Road    
CAMBRIDGE

519.621.4180
www.blackshop.ca

83 Erb Street W.  
WATERLOO

 519.747.5622
www.sole.ca
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